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The achievements of an organization are the results of the 

combined effort of each individual.  

-Vince Lombardi 

 
Dear Colleagues: 
 
This year we celebrate the 80th anniversary of our faculty union. We have changed 
from a professional association to a union that represents faculty and coaches 
across 14 universities that comprise the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Edu-
cation. While we champion working conditions and issues that impact faculty and 
coaches, we also strive to provide high quality education at an affordable cost for 
our students, many of whom are first generation college students.  We stand for stu-
dent success—not just in the classroom, but also in life—success in employment, 
citizenship, and community life.  One year ago, we experienced in unexpected 
ways the impact of our work with our students as they stood with us to advocate for 
quality education and the resolution of our contract with the state system.  
 
Fast forward one year, and we find ourselves facing new challenges with assaults 
against fair share and payroll protection, which, if lost, threaten the strength of our 
union.  We cannot sit back and let “someone else” keep watch for us. This is a time 
for action for each of us to be politically informed and active. Each of us needs to 
take the time to build relationships with policymakers and legislators, to make our 
voices heard through phone calls and letters. Each of us needs to ensure the vitality 
of our CAP fund through payroll deduction contributions. A donation of $5/pay  



will make a tremendous impact on our political action efforts. For me, that is about two lattes per month that I 
would not even miss, and to be honest, lattes do not help to advance the cause of quality public education. It will 
be through the combined efforts of each of us, standing in solidarity, to keep this organization strong and vital. In 
the weeks ahead, you will hear more about our CAP drive which will engage departments in some friendly compe-
tition and enable them to earn the possibility of receiving some funds to benefit their students. Advocacy on our 
students’ behalf also includes lobbying state legislators to adequately fund public higher education, rather than 
shifting the costs to our financially strapped students and their parents.  
 
It is also through the combined efforts of each of us and with APSCURF that we crushed our donations to the Pow-
erPack program last year, far exceeding our target goal. PowerPack is a program that targets those students in local 
school districts who are at risk for going hungry on weekends and school breaks when free/reduced meals are not 
available to them. Some of those students will become our students. As we begin our campaign for this year’s do-
nation, I hope each of you will give generously and help us crush last year’s donation of more than $4,700.  
 
Thank you to all of you who day after day show up and invest yourself in the education of our students, who par-
ticipate in the life of our university, and who give of yourselves in big and small ways for your communities, hous-
es of worship, departments, classrooms.  My hope is that in 80 years there is a 160-year anniversary of our union 
and celebration of its accomplishments!   
 
In Solidarity! 

Nadene 

Nadene L’Amoreaux 

Works and Days 

“Three Days in October” 

On sale in the IUP-APSCUF Office (311 Pratt Hall) 

$5/each 

This volume of the journal Works and Days offers a unique historical overview of the events 
leading up to, during, and after the strike that took place in fall 2016.   It includes many pho-
tos and an extended photo essay, as well as a chronological sequence of the APSCUF press 
releases documenting the stages of the strike.  To obtain your copy, please contact Bonnie Jo 
Young at bjmarlin@iup.edu or 724-357-3021. 



 
  

Are You a Full Union Member? 

APSCUF full members pay union dues equal to 1.15% of their salary.  Fair share 
contributors are required to pay 89% of this 1.15%.  However, on paycheck stubs, 
the fee is simply listed as “APSCUF DUE” for APSCUF and fair share contributors 
alike.  The bottom line: just because it says “APSCUF DUE” on your paycheck, it 
does not mean that you are a  union member.  Contact Bonnie Jo Young at ext. 7-
3021 or via email at bjmarlin@iup.edu to ensure that you are a union member. 

 

 
 

October 
 

          5    Executive Committee 
          7    Homecoming 
        12    Representative Council 
        18    Meet & Discuss 

       

 

 

 
 

November 
 

          2    Executive Committee 
          9    Representative Council 
        15    Meet & Discuss 
  20-24    Thanksgiving Break 

      

      

 
December 

 
          6    Meet & Discuss 
          7    Executive Committee 
        11    Last Day of Classes 
   12-15    Finals Begin 
        14    Representative Council 
        16    Fall Commencement 

October, November, & December 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

Nancy Koutris, State APSCUF Membership Services Director, will 
be visiting the IUP campus in October to discuss any retirement or 
benefit questions that you would like to discuss in person with her.  
She will be here the following dates: 
 
    -Thursday, October 26th 
    -Friday, October 27th  
 
These meetings will be held in the IUP-APSCUF Office in Room  
311 in Pratt Hall.  To schedule an appointment, please contact  
Bonnie Jo at bjmarlin@iup.edu.   
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bjmarlin@iup.edu


IUP-APSCUF would like to welcome the following  
new members to the APSCUF family: 

Biology 
Ms. Ileana Luque-Montes 

 
Computer Science 
Mr. Kevin Slonka 

 
Counseling Center 

Ms. Kristin Faust 
 

Criminology & Criminal Justice 
Dr. Eric Kocian 

Dr. Michael Noyes 
Mr. Richard Wentling 

 
C.S.D 

Ms. Erin Clark 
 

Foreign Languages 
Mr. Giseung Lee 

 
 
 
 

English  
Mr. Patrick Chambers 

Ms. Nicol Epple 
Ms. Lauren Gaynord 
Mr. Matthew Stumpf 

Ms. Yi Yu 
 

Library 
Ms. Elin Woods 

 
Mathematics 

Dr. John Uccellini 
Mr. Nathan Lilla 

  
Nursing & Allied Health Professions 

Ms. Cortney Johnson 
 

Safety Sciences 
Ms. Pamela Susie 

 
Sociology 

Ms. Ashley Niccolai 

2018 STATE APSCUF SCHOLARSHIP 
For family members of APSCUF/APSCURF members 

 
State APSCUF is now accepting applications for their annual scholarship program. A single $3,000 award will be 
made to one (1) eligible applicant in August, 2018. Students may receive the award only once during their career. 
An eligible applicant must be a “family member” of an APSCUF/APSCURF member in good standing or an  
APSCUF staff member and must be enrolled at one of the fourteen (14) state-owned universities. The scholarship 
can be awarded to either an undergraduate or graduate student. Deadline is March 2, 2018. 
 
For the complete application packet, visit www.apscuf.org. Click on “Members” and select “Forms and Benefits” 
then “State APSCUF Scholarship Information.”  From this site, you can print out the information and applica-
tion.  Or, if you prefer, you can obtain an application packet by contacting Bonnie Jo Young at bjmarlin@iup.edu or 
via telephone at X7-3021. 



IUP’s Center for Teaching Excellence held New Faculty Orientation for 41 new tenure-track and temporary fac-
ulty members and teaching associates beginning on Monday, August 21st and ending on Wednesday, August 
23rd.  All new faculty were provided with essential start-up information from a variety of sources including IUP 
faculty and IUP managers.  President Michael Driscoll opened NFO with a warm welcome to IUP on Monday 
morning and hosted a luncheon that was also attended by several leaders in the Indiana community.  Monday 
morning’s panel sessions focused student success, engagement, and support.  Also on Monday, APSCUF leader-
ship (Nadene L’Amoreaux, President, and Heide Witthöft, Temporary Faculty Committee Chair) along with a 
representative from the Office of the Provost (John Kilmarx, Associate Vice President for Academic Administra-
tion) led a session titled “Key University Policies Related to Teaching.”  Bonnie Jo Young, APSCUF Office 
Manager, was available for questions and provided attendees with information packets. Staff from Human Re-
sources and Benefits also presented. The meeting on Tuesday included a morning welcome and luncheon hosted 
by Provost Timothy Moerland, as well as presentations on time management tips for new faculty, support for 
scholarship, outcomes assessment, and classroom management. Also, APSCUF New Faculty Committee Chair, 
Mimi Benjamin, facilitated a panel on “Survival Tips for New Faculty”. On Wednesday, new faculty attended 
workshops held as part of “College Technology Day” hosted by the College of Education and Educational Tech-
nology.       

IUP New Faculty Orientation 2017 
 

By 
Dr. Stephanie Taylor-Davis 

Director, Center for Teaching Excellence 



2016 IUP-APSCUF  
Scholarship Winners 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
At the end of each fall semester, the IUP-APSCUF Scholarship 

Committee awards scholarships to deserving students.  During the fall 
2016 semester, the Committee carefully reviewed 36 student applications, 
scored these submissions, and determined the winners.  IUP-APSCUF 
would like to thank all of those students who applied. Congratulations to 
Ms. Kristen Miskinis for winning the Local Union Member Affiliate 
scholarship and Ms. Marina Seamans for winning the Richard Hazley 
scholarship.  The following students were awarded Traditional Student 
scholarships:  Ms. Victoria Jakicic, Ms. Kendra Donmoyer, Ms. Elizabeth 
King, Ms. Bethany Balencic, Mr. Tanner Stanton, Ms. Georgia Browne, 
Ms. Victoria Taylor, and Ms. Alexandra Witherup.  IUP-APSCUF is proud 
to support such outstanding students!  



 

At left:  State APSCUF President Ken 
Mash addresses the assembly as State 
APSCUF Vice President Jamie Martin 
looks on. 

At right:  L. to R.  Ms. Elaine Little, Dr. 

John Marsden, Dr. Heide Witthöft, Dr. 

Soundararajan Ezekiel, & Dr. Nadene 

L’Amoreaux listen to presenters at the 

September Legislative Assembly in Har-

risburg, PA. 



At left:  State APSCUF Vice 
President Jamie Martin 
chats with retiree Dr. Patri-
cia Heilman during break-
fast at the assembly. 

At right:  Dr. Christian Vaccaro waves during 
a break at the assembly with Dr. Sarah 
Wheeler in the background. 

Above:  L. to R. Dr. John Lattanzio, Dr. Sarah Wheeler, Dr. 
Mary Logan-Hastings, Dr. Ramesh Soni, and Dr. Mary Beth 
Leidman take notes and listen to assembly presenters. 

Below:  State APSCUF Secretary 
Michele Papakie listens during an 
assembly discussion. 



2017 IUP-APSCUF Meritorious Service 
Award Recipient 

 
By Dr. David Loomis 

IUP-APSCUF Public Relations Committee Chair 

Left:  Dr. David Chambers presents Dr. 

John Sitton with the 2017 IUP-APSCUF 

Meritorious Service Award. 

Right:  Dr. Nadene 

L’Amoreaux & Dr. David 

Chambers applaud in 

recognition of all of the 

work that Dr. John Sitton 

accomplished during his 

tenure at IUP. 

The 2017 recipient of the IUP-APSCUF Meritorious Service Award was Dr. John Sitton.  John retired 

in 2015 and was a faculty member in the Political Science Department.  John served APSCUF in a vari-

ety of capacities during his tenure at IUP.  His service included being a member of the  Executive Com-

mittee, Representative Council, Grievance Committee, and Indiana-Armstrong Central Labor Council, 

as well as volunteering to poll watch for various votes/elections and working the gates at the July 4th 

celebrations, etc.  John also served as an alternate delegate to statewide Legislative Assembly. 



IUP celebrated the 230th birthday of the U.S. Constitution with two public events on September 18.  Both 
events were to commemorate Constitution Day, a national observance of the anniversary of the signing of the 
U.S. Constitution in 1787.   
 
At noon, students, staff, faculty and members of the Indiana community lined up to be a part of the Public 
Reading of the United States Constitution.  After a few words praising such constitutional principles as the pro-
tection of expression, President Michael Driscoll kicked off the event by reading the Constitution’s Preamble. 
He was followed by 100 others who took part by reading a part of the Constitution into a microphone at the top 
of the steps in front of the Stapleton Library, facing the Oak Grove.  One after another, participants read the 
entire document—including the seven articles of the body of the Constitution, followed by 27 Amendments 
that have been added over the years.  Readers received pocket-sized U.S. Constitutions and a “We the People at 
IUP” t-shirt. 
 
On hand to cheer on the readers were three “Founding Fathers,” including Benjamin Franklin (portrayed by 
David Chambers of the Political Science Department), James Madison (portrayed by Joe Mannard of the Histo-
ry Department), and Alexander Hamilton (portrayed by Steven Jackson of the Political Science Department).  
Students and others were eager to be photographed with one or more of the Founders – including many selfies 
with a Founder (which were dubbed “Foundies”). 
 
This is the tenth year that IUP has hosted a public reading of the U.S. Constitution.  “Something magical seems 
to happen every year as people from all kinds of backgrounds come together and read this document together,” 
said Government Information Librarian Theresa McDevitt.  “I hear students saying so many positive things 
about this event.” 
 
The Founding Fathers took center stage later in the day when they presented “A Casual Conversation with the 
Founding Fathers,” at 6 p.m., in the HUB, as part of the Six O’clock Series.  After talking about some of the 
thinking and negotiating that went into creation of the Constitution, the Founders took questions from the audi-
ence.  
 
One student asked how the Founders would have responded to contemporary situations in which there’s a ten-
sion between freedom of speech on the one hand and fostering a sense of community and inclusion on the oth-
er.  Dave Chambers, channeling his inner Ben Franklin, said, “We came together 230 years ago and attempted 
to create a system to meet the pressing needs of our time, but also with the hope of providing a framework flex-
ible enough so that future generations could negotiate anew how to best govern.”  Turning the question back to 
the audience, he added, “The more important question is what does your generation think—i.e., how does your 
generation navigate the tension between such competing values as free speech, sensitivity, toleration and an 
orderly community?”  Paraphrasing one of Franklin’s most memorable quotes, Chambers said, “in the Consti-
tution, we gave you a republic.  The question is, can you keep it?” 
 
 

Happy Birthday,  
U.S. Constitution! 

 

By 
Dr. Gwendolyn Torges 



“These events provide a great opportunity for students to learn more about values and institutions in the 
Constitution,” said Gwen Torges, political science faculty member and coordinator of the events.  “It’s also a 
chance for them to consider how—and even if—these values and institutions meet the demands of the cur-
rent generation and, if not, how their generation can lead us forward.” 
 
Constitution Day, the day in September 1787 when the delegates to the Constitutional Convention signed the 
Constitution and sent it to the states for ratification, was created by Congress.  Starting in 2005, federal law 
mandates that any institutions that receive federal funding commemorate Constitution Day with activities to 
raise awareness about the U.S. Constitution. 
 

Left:  Dr. Aleea Perry and Dr. Rachel Sternfeld pose 

with “Alexander Hamilton.” portrayed by Dr. Steven 

Jackson .and Benjamin Franklin. portrayed by Dr. 

David Chambers. 

Right:  Dr. Caleb Finegan takes a moment 

to get his picture taken with the esteemed 

“Alexander Hamilton.” 

Left:  IUP students, Ms. Sarah Aycock (L) and Ms. 

Sarah Knapp (R) pose with the t-shirts that were 

handed out to those who assisted in reading the U.S. 

Constitution.  Both of these students are Political 

Science/Pre-Law majors. 



Dear APSCUF Faculty Members and Coaches, 
 
For those of you who have visited or will be visiting us at 
our newer location in 311 Pratt Hall, please pardon our 
disarray.  Eventually, our renovations will be completed, 
and our office will be completely functional again. 
 
Thank you for your patience and understanding. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Bonnie Jo Young 
IUP-APSCUF Office Manager 

 



Greetings. I hope your semester is getting back to somewhat 
normal. Got a minute? 
 
IUP-APSCUF is continuing to do a series of goodwill adver-
tisements in The Indiana Gazette (and elsewhere) that high-
lights the public-service work of union members. The ads 
focus on faculty members and coaches with expertise in their 
fields, such as back-to-school tips for parents, teaching chil-
dren to read, dealing with depression, etc. 
 
The idea is to gather APSCUF members' brief descriptions 
(a paragraph) of their engagements with -- or outreach to -- 
the community. We will expand on those paragraphs as the 
academic year proceeds and the ad series starts publication. 
 
Got a nominee? Please email a brief blurb to IUP-APSCUF 
P.R. Committee chair Dave Loomis at doloomis@iup.edu.   
 
Thank you, in advance, for your participation with this pro-
ject. 

Showcasing APSCUF Members & Their  
Public Service Work 

By 
Dr. David Loomis, IUP-APSCUF Public Relations 

mailto:doloomis@iup.edu


  
     We are working for you! 

 
 

ATTENTION:  APSCUF AND APSCURF MEMBERS 
 
 

APSCUF’s Special Services Committee is pleased to announce the launching of a new special services program. 
All full dues-paying members of APSCUF and APSCURF now have exclusive access to the Working Advantage 
discount network, which allows you to save up to 60% on ticketed events and online shopping.  
 
Not a full dues-paying member? Contact your local APSCUF office to join as a full member and begin saving on 
entertainment and other items you use.   
 
Through Working Advantage, you can save on: 

 
Movie Tickets:  

Participating AMC, Regal, Cinemark and Showcase Cinemas with additional regional brands listed 
 

Theme Parks:  
Disney World, Disneyland, Universal, Six Flags, Sea World, Busch Gardens, Legoland, Hershey, Dorney Park, 

Sesame Place, Dutch Wonderland and many more 
 

Ski Tickets: 
 Camelback, Jack Frost Big Boulder, Shawnee, Sugarloaf, Jay Peak and many more 

 
Sporting Events: 

 Includes some MLB, NFL, NBA, NHL Teams and US Open Tennis 
 

Also save on items such as: 
Broadway Shows 
Hotels and Travel 
Health and Fitness 

Museums and City Passes 
Merchant Gift Certificates 

Online Shopping 
…and much more! 

 
To view and/or subscribe, you may access the Working Advantage website by visiting the Special Services section in 
the Members Forum (www.apscuf.org), or by clicking here: www.workingadvantage.com.  
 

When opening an individual account you will need the APSCUF ID# which can be obtained from the local 
APSCUF office, Nancy Koutris at State APSCUF, or by visiting the Members’ Forum section at 
www.apscuf.org (log-in access required). 
 
Working Advantage offers 24-hour online shopping and customer support Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 
6:30 PM Eastern time. If you have specific questions regarding the site, please contact Working Advantage at 800-
565-3712. 



Members’ Forum Section on the 
State APSCUF Website 

 
 Do you have a username and a password to access the 
Members’-Only Area of the State APSCUF website?  

If not, read this! 
 

Don’t rely on rumor or hearsay!  Go straight to the source. 

 
To access the information on this site, members will need to log on to the Members-
Only area of the State APSCUF website and register.  Members can simply click on the 
“register” link on the State APSCUF website home page and then complete the 
registration information.  Registration will only take a moment, plus a wait of about 24 
hours for activation.    
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Bonnie Jo Young at 
bjmarlin@iup.edu or X7-3021. 
 
 

  

 

How can members stay in touch 

with APSCUF? 
 

Like us on Facebook Subscribe to our blog! Follow us on Twitter! 

www.facebook.com/APSCUF www.apscuf.org/blog www.twitter/APSCUF 

mailto:bjmarlin@iup.edu
http://www.facebook.com/APSCUF
http://www.apscuf.org/blog
http://www.twitter/APSCUF


IUP-APSCUF LOCAL OFFICERS 
 

President:     Nadene L’Amoreaux  72049 

Vice-President:    Erika Frenzel   75933 

Secretary:     Jean Nienkamp   73967 

Treasurer:     John Mills    74520 

Past President:     
 

IUP-APSCUF COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
 

CAP:     Susan Drummond  74479 

Curriculum:    Erika Frenzel   75933 

      Gail Sechrist   72250 

F.E.A.R.:   John Mills (co-chair)   74520 

     Robert Mutchnick (co-chair) 72720   

Social Justice:           Beth Ann Harrington  72530 

Grievance:    David Chambers  72776 

Health & Welfare:         Ron See (co-chair)   74489  

            Danhua Wang (co-chair)  72729 

Labor Relations:   Rachel Sternfeld   72683 

Legislative:         J.B. Smith (co-chair)   72475 

            Christian Vaccaro (co-chair)  72730 

Meet-and-Discuss:   John Lowery   74535 

Membership:    John Marsden   72261 

Negotiations:    Nadene L’Amoreaux  72049 

Newer Faculty:   Mimi Benjamin   71251 

Newsletter Editor:   Laurel Black   72322 

Nominations & Elections: Amber Racchini   72729 

Public Relations:   David Loomis   74411 

Retirement:    Joette Wisnieski   75912 

Rules & Bylaws:    

Student/Faculty Liaison:  Avijita Jain   72361 

Temporary Faculty:   Heide Witthöft    72320 



Delegates to Legislative Assembly  Alternates to Legislative Assembly 
 Term ends 5-31-2018     Alternates for 2017-2018 
  Nadene L’Amoreaux     Laurie Miller  
  Erika Frenzel      Mark Palumbo   
  Term ends 8-31-18      Joachim Noob 
   Robert Mutchnick     Soundararajan Ezekiel 
   Ramesh Soni      Linda Jennings 
   Heide Witthöft      Mary Logan Hastings 
   Mary Beth Leidman     Yong Colen 
   David Loomis      Erin Conlin 
  Term ends 8-31-2019      Bryna Siegel Finer  
   David Chambers     Terrence Fries 
  Susan Drummond     Alexandria Kappel 
  John Marsden      Becky Knickelbein 
  J.B. Smith   
  Elaine Little 
  Sarah Wheeler       
  Christian Vaccaro       
    
 

  

CURRICULUM COMMITTEES 
University-Wide Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 

 Term ends 2018 
  Jonathon Cooper   Criminology & Criminal Justice 
  Vida Irani   Biology 
  Laurie Miller   Journalism & Public Relations 
  Jason Killam   Foreign Languages 
  Steven Kleinman   Communications Media 
  Gail Sechrist   Geography & Regional Planning Co-Chair 
  Mavis Pararai   Mathematics 
 Term ends 2019 
  Azad Ali   Information Systems & Decision Sciences 
  Lynanne Black   Educational & School Psychology 
  Justin Fair   Chemistry 
  Julia Greenawalt   Nursing & Allied Health Professions 
  James Racchini   Kinesiology, Health, & Sport Science 
  Rosemary Engelstad  Music 
 

University-Wide Graduate Committee 
 Term ends 2018 
  Ivan Fortushniak   Art 
  Nashat Zuraikat   Nursing & Allied Health Professions 
  Bitna Kim   Criminology & Criminal Justice 
  R. Scott Moore   History 
  Krish Krishnan   Marketing 
  Erika Davis-Frenzel  Criminology & Criminal Justice Co-Chair 
 Term ends 2019 
  Theresa Calderone  Nursing & Allied Health Professions 
  Cuong Diep   Biology 
  Becky Knickelbein  Comm. Disorders, Special Ed., & Disability Svs. 
  Yuju Kuo   Mathematics 
  Marjorie Zambrano-Paff  Foreign Languages 

 



UNIVERSITY-WIDE COMMITTEES 

 
Promotion 

 Term ends 7-31-2018 
  Chauna Craig   English 
  Justin Fair   Chemistry Chair 
  David Smith   Computer Science 
  Vida Irani   Biology 
  Helmut Paschold  Safety Sciences 
 Term ends 7-31-2019 
  R. Scott Moore   History 
  Mark Twiest   Professional Studies in Education 
  Lora Ott   Nursing & Allied Health Professions 
  Harrison Wick     Library 
  Shijuan Liu   Foreign Languages 
 Term ends 7-31-2020 
  Kate Hanrahan   Criminology & Criminal Justice 
  Brion Scudder   Finance & Legal Studies 
  Sally McCombie  Human Dev., Fashion, & Interior Design 
  Matthew Baumer  Music 
  Rachelle Bouchat  Mathematics 
   

Sabbatical 
 Term ends 5-31-2018 
  Jennifer Gossett   Criminology & Criminal Justice 
  Gloria Park   English 
  Vida Irani   Biology 
 Term ends 5-31-19 
  Channa Navratna  Mathematics 
  Lorraine Guth   Counselor Education 
  Alexi Thompson  Economics 
 Term ends 5-31-20 
  Stephanie Davis   Psychology 
  David Martyniuk  Music  Chair 
  Jenna Hennessey  Educational & School Psychology 

 
Tenure 

 Term ends 5-31-2018 
  Mary Beth Leidman  Communications Media 
  Edith West   Nursing & Allied Health Professions 
  John Kapusta   Culinary Arts 
 Term ends 5-31-19 
  Kelli Paquette   Professional Studies in Education 
  Holly Travis   Biology  Chair 
  Joann Migyanka  Comm. Disorders, Sp. Ed., Disability Svs. 
 Term ends 5-31-20 
  Daniel Radelet   Mathematics 
  Sarah Brown   Human Dev., Fashion, & Interior Design 
  Heather Powers   English 


